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B.C. budget seen as step in right direction 


The provincial government’s March 19 
budget and its modest spending increase 
for higher education is a welcome 
change from past budgets when 
decreases were the order of the day. 

UVic president Dr. Howard Petch 
says the effective government operating 
grant increase in terms of new money for 
universities will be approximately 4.7 
per cent, including base budget 
increases and increased amounts for 
new and emerging programs. 

UVic’s annual base operating budget 
is currently $68 million. Of this, the 
government grant makes up about 80 
per cent. 

“I was hoping we might get close to a 
five per cent increase and it appears we 
will be fairly close to that figure,” Dr. 
Petch said. 

The 4.7 per cent increase is in signifi¬ 
cant contrast to allocations granted in 
recent provincial budgets. 

In 1983-84, university operating 
grants were frozen, while in 1984-85 and 
1985-86, grants were cut by five per cent 
each year. 

“I’m pleased that we at least are going 
to be able to keep up, if not actually begin 
to restore some of the cuts which resulted 
in previous years,” Petch added. 

He says the increase is slightly more 
than inflation for some things but still 
less than inflation for other items. For 
example, the cost of library books, chem¬ 
icals and some equipment continues to 
increase at rates considerably higher 
than the consumer price index. 


Lt.-Governor Robert Gordon Rogers 
took time out of his busy schedule to 
make two appearances at UVic last 
week. 

On March 24 he attended Rodgers and 
Hart at the Phoenix Theatre and two 
days later addressed Professor Reg 
Roy’s first year history class. 

Rogers explained the roles and duties 


However, considering the general 
state of the economy, he said he is very 
pleased with the increases granted to the 
universities. 

Dr. Petch says the total amount of the 
increase to universities is still somewhat 
difficult to determine. The government 
hasn’t yet indicated how it will expend 
an additional $27,000,000 from the Fund 
for Excellence in Education described as 
being available for Special Initiatives. 

The Fund for Excellence was estab¬ 
lished last year with the majority of 
funds being earmarked by the provin¬ 
cial government. 

Bob McQueen, UVic’s Vice President 
of Finance, says every college and uni¬ 
versity in the province will be competing 
for dollars from the fund. He expects the 
government will again set a portion 
aside for operating expenses as well as 
for new initiatives. 

“The University of Victoria has 
already presented its case to the Minis¬ 
try on how we could utilize grants from 
the Fund for Excellence. I expect the 
government to move fairly quickly in let¬ 
ting institutions know how the dollars 
will be allocated,” McQueen said. 

Aid Increase Encouraging 

Dr. Petch says he is “particularly 
encouraged by substantial improve¬ 
ments in student aid” in the budget. 

The allocation for student financial 
assistance is $26.4 million, an increase 
of $8.9 million. 


of the office of Lt.-Governor, outlining 
his constitutional, ceremonial and 
social responsibilities. His hectic sche¬ 
dule means he attends over 300 events 
per year, is honourary patron to over 200 
organizations and during his three-and- 
a-half years in office has made over 400 
trips on B.C. ferries. 


The budget announcement was fol¬ 
lowed by a government news conference 
on March 27 which outlined the details 
of the new student financial assistance 
program. 

“Improvements in the student aid pro¬ 
gram is something for which I’ve been 
campaigning for seven years. Particu¬ 
larly encouraging is the new equaliza¬ 
tion fund which should help make our 
universities more accessible for rural 
students,” Petch stated. 

Dr. Petch also says the budget means 
UVic will still lag behind other universi¬ 
ties with respect to faculty salaries. 

“The salary gap between ourselves 
and other universities remains a prob¬ 
lem which is causing tis real difficulty in 
recruiting new faculty.” 

He said of 22 Canadian universities 
(with enrolment over 4j000) that release 
salary information, UVic ranked 18th in 
1985-86 in the salaries paid to faculty. 

See Student Aid on page 3 


UVic faculty have been awarded 
$3,890,507 in Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council grants 
for 1987-88. 

This is a modest increase over the 
$3,816,483 which UVic received in 
NSERC grants last year. 

A total of 117 of 152 requests from 
UVic faculty received NSERC grants. 
There are still six funding requests pend¬ 
ing. The number of recipients for 1987-88 
is again slightly more than last year 
when 116 of 145 applicants received 
funding. 

NSERC funding awarded this year is 


Campus voting is completed with five 
members being elected to the Board of 
Governors and 18 to the Senate. 

Alex McAuley, Dean of Graduate Stu¬ 
dies and John Money from the History 
department will serve as the two faculty 
members to the Board of Governors. 
Terry Wiley, a technician with the 
Chemistry department, is the employee 
representative, with David Tindall and 
Ron Dickson the two student associa¬ 
tion members elected. 

Employee and faculty members to the 
Board of Governors serve three-year 
terms while student representatives are 
elected to one-year terms. 

William Gordon of the Mathematics 
department, George Corwin of the 
School of Music and Rennie Warburton 
of the Sociology department are the 
faculty members at large to the Senate. 
Warren Little is the new faculty repre¬ 
sentative for the Engineering faculty. 

Of the 18 new members serving three- 
year terms in the Senate, 14 were elected 
by acclamation. Of these, seven are 
faculty representatives. They include: 
Paul Baker (Sociology), Constance 
Rooke (English); Beverly Timmons 



Dr. Petch 


the highest in the history of UVic and is 
approximately double the amount 
received as recently as 1982-83. In recent 
years UVic has had one of the best rank¬ 
ings in Canada with respect to the 
number of NSERC grants received. 

Included in this year’s totals were 
$696,000 in grants to professors asso¬ 
ciated with the TRIUMF subatomic 
physics research project, a further 
$444,000 for Dr. Alan Astbury’s research 
work, $206,400 for the Bamfield Marine 
Station and $109,057 to the Department 
of Computer Science for equipment 
needs. 


(Education), Giles Hogya (Theatre), Wil¬ 
liam Valgardson (Creative Writing), 
Charles Piccioto (Physics) and Richard 
Brown (Law). 

The seven student association repre¬ 
sentatives elected by acclamation are: 
Colin Hanson, Najieb Hassan, Michael 
Kirkwood, Dan Marshall, Genga Mut- 
tiah, Bernard von Schulmann and R. 
Wood. 

Two hundred and ninety-nine of 494 
eligible faculty members, 458 of 789 elig¬ 
ible university employees and 1,430 of 
9,148 students cast ballots in the 
elections. 

Terms of office being June 1 for BOG 
members and July 1 for members to the 
Senate. 



Editor’s Note 

Because of the Easter Holidays, the 
next issue of the Ring will not 
appear until Friday, April 24. 
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The Honourable Robert Gordon Rogers , Lt.-Governor of British Columbia talks 
with members of the cast at the sold out opening night performance of Phoenix 
Theatre’s production of Rodgers and Hart. 


Lt. Governor visits campus 


NSERC grants up at UVic 


14 of 23 elected by acclamation 











Student Ariel Sean and UVic Community Relations staff Edith Knott and Kim 
Whale are all smiles at the end of the 2nd annual Alumni Book Sale held on March 
9. Over 4,000 books were sold and over $1,500 raised for the Alumni's student 
crisis fund. The fund provides emergency funds to students in financial difficulty 
allowing them to continue their studies. 

Canada should lead in justice 
for Natives— committee 


Canada has a unique opportunity to 
grant the constitutional right to Indian 
self-government and thereby lead the 
world in the area of justice for aboriginal 
peoples. 

This view was expressed by three 
members of the House of Commons Spe¬ 
cial Committee on Indian self- 
government, at a public meeting held at 
UVic March 12. 

The members have been travelling to 
promote the findings of the special com¬ 
mittee in preparation for the First Minis¬ 
ters Conference on Aboriginal Rights 
March 26 to 27. 

The UVic meeting, co-sponsored by 
University Extension and Project 
North, an interchurch native support 
organization, was attended by federal 
MPs Keith Penner and Stan Schellen- 
berger, and Native Council of Canada 
liaison member Bill Wilson of Comox. 

Penner, chairperson of the special 
committee which filed its report in 
October, 1983, criticized the attitude 
which says Indian people should be 
turned into Canadians “just like us”. 
Non-natives, he said, take a “linear 
view” of history, and cannot appreciate 
native values which often put relations 
with the land and nature ahead of “so- 
called progress and development.” 

Schellenberger, Conservative MP for 
Westakiwin, Alberta, said the federal 
government's recognition of aboriginal 
claim to the right to self-government is 
based on two main principles: the value 


of decision-making at the local level; and 
the necessity of economic prosperity, 
including a land base, as a precondition 
to native development. 

He said the key to passing the consti¬ 
tutional right, at the conference, lies in 
the need for approval by seven provin¬ 
ces, with over 50 per cent of the total 
Canadian population. 

The three members expressed the 
belief that Indian self-government is 
inevitable, whether passed at the 
upcoming conference or not. 

Penner said the special committee is 
calling for a new relationship between 
the government of Canada and Native 
peoples. All members of the committee 
had come a long way in their thinking, 
by listening to the ideas of hundreds of 
band councils and other native leaders, 
including Bill Wilson, he added. 

Wilson said he was proud of the spe¬ 
cial committee's document, but won¬ 
dered how many have read it, including 
Indians, because of criticisms they made 
which are already dealt with in the 
report’s recommendations. 

He said he despises the need for people 
to categorize others. By way of illustra¬ 
tion, he said the audience is probably 
assuming that because Penner is a Lib¬ 
eral and Shellenberger a Conservative, 
that he is a New Democrat. 

“Well, they are wrong. I am not a New 
Democrat, or a Conservative, or a Lib¬ 
eral, or a Communist. I am an Indian.” 


CFUV funding to increase 
as a result of referendum 


CFUV Radio has received a clear vote of 
support from the 2,087 students wjio cast 
votes on a March 19 and 20 referendum 
concerning the future of Alma Mater 
funding of the radio station. 

1491 students voted yes to the proposi¬ 
tion that an extra $1.50 per student per 
term in Alma Mater fees should be allo¬ 
cated to CFUV. 598 students voted no to 
the proposal. 

The result of the referendum means 
student support for CFUV will double to 
approximately $40-45,000 per year. 
CFUV's annual budget needs are about 
$63,000. 

Station manager Brian Webster says 
the 71.4 per cent yes vote indicates UVic 
students are firmly behind and commit¬ 
ted to the future of the non-commercial 
radio station which has been broadcast¬ 
ing since December 1984. 

“This is the largest amount of votes 


ever cast for a UVic referendum and one 
of the strongest votes of support ever 
registered in a campus referendum. 

“The successful referendum is part of 
an effort to provide CFUV with a certain 
level of permanent stability,” he said. 

Webster says the station is now con¬ 
centrating on a joint CFUV/UBC 
licensing application to be presented to 
the CRTC in the near future. CFUV is 
seeking a guaranteed placement on the 
FM band. 

The station is also trying to negotiate 
funding support from the university 
itself. 

“The radio station serves the univer¬ 
sity as a whole and not just UVic stu¬ 
dents. We don't think it's fair that 
university students should carry the 
whole load. We are hopeful the univer¬ 
sity administration will provide some 
support,” Webster concluded. 
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More culture would help 
employment—- Valgardson 

by Patrick Jamieson 


W.D. Valgardson, creative writing pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Victoria, has 
a lively personality, but when the sub¬ 
ject turns to the impact on Canadian 
culture of free trade, conversation with 
UVic creative writing professor William 
Valgardson becomes animated and enli¬ 
vened with controversial opinion. 

A poet and prizewinning writer, Val¬ 
gardson says when his first book came 
out in 1973 he was informed by book¬ 
sellers there would be difficulty stocking 
it. If they carried too much Canadian 
material the American-based wholesal¬ 
ers would “punish” their stores by with¬ 
holding the popular magazines they 
distributed, booksellers explained. 

This situation was rectified somewhat 
by the Canadian content regulation and 
other measures that came into effect in 
the 1970's to encourage Canadian 
artists, Valgardson says. But now after 
a decade of some respite from what he 
calls this sort of cultural “occupation,” 
the situation has markedly deteriorated 
in the free trade atmosphere. 

It is not American business interests 
which are the object of Valgardson's 
present ire. It is “Canadian politicans 
who want to make free trade arrange¬ 
ments and don't know anything about 
the detrimental long-term consequences 
to Canadian culture and identity. 

“In a way, Canada is an occupied 
country”, Valgardson states. “We are 
culturally occupied. It will need to be 
artists who will provide the resistance in 
this struggle”. 

Valgardson describes culture as a 
country's distinct identity, “the way it 
sees itself in its own eyes.” 

He uses an example from the expe¬ 
rience of his first visit to Iceland, his 
ancestral homeland, to illustrate his 
point. 

“They limit the amount of accessibil¬ 
ity to American television, which is pres¬ 
ent due to the American military base. 
Overexposure to another country’s 
media distorts the way a people under¬ 
stand themselves, and this results in 
their lsing touch with some of the things 
that make them distinct and that gives 
them a sense of identity. 


“Our culture is the mirror in which we 
see ourselves, it should reflect back to us 
the unique qualities and characteristics 
which are Canadian.” 

According to Valgardson, some posi¬ 
tive Canadian characterizations are our 
disposition to co-operate in solving com¬ 
mon national problems and willingness 
to help each other in times of adversity 
These are exemplified in social institu¬ 
tions such as credit unions, health care 
plans, unemployment insurance and 
universal pension plans. 

These attributes are central to our self¬ 
understanding as a culture, he main¬ 
tains, and they contrast vividly with the 
sorts of ultra-competiveness, exploita¬ 
tion and violence that are standard tele- 
vsion and movie fare. 

“Violence is not part of the accepted 
Canadian way of doing things,” he 
points out. “We have our own ethic 
based on compromise, collaboration and 
mutual acommodation.” 

Asked how he views the recent elec¬ 
tion of a new premier in terms of free 
trade and the need for a beefed-up cultu¬ 
ral policy, Valgardson said he is optimis¬ 
tic, and expects that a realistic 
sensitivity to the importance of culture 
will develop. 

“If the same amount of money were 
poured into the arts as went into nor¬ 
theastern coal development, the results 
would have been more lasting. Unfortu¬ 
nately culture is not taken so seriously 
here as other sectors of the economy.” 

Valgardson points to the more full- 
developed cultural policies of other West¬ 
ern provinces, such as Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan, as indicators of the way 
to go. 

“There is tremendous talent and per¬ 
sonal resources in British Columbia 
which would benefit the province 
greatly in terms of employment, if 
seriously developed and promoted by the 
government.” 

He suggests that the first place to start 
is with a halt to the cuts in education 
spending, because often training pro¬ 
grams for future artists are the first to go 
under such restraints. 


Supreme court judge honoured 


Mr. Justice William McIntyre, UVic 
solicitor in the early 1960 s and a 
Supreme Court of Canada judge since 
1979, became an Honorary Professor of 
Law at a special ceremony in the Begbie 
Building on March 11th. 

The Honorary professor distinction is 
the first for the Faculty of Law and rec¬ 
ognizes the solid and far-reaching con¬ 


tributions of Mr. Justice McIntyre to the 
profession and the judiciary. 

Justice McIntyre practiced law in Vic¬ 
toria for twenty years before he was 
appointed to the Supreme Court of Brit¬ 
ish Columbia in 1967. He subsequently 
was appointed to the B.C. Court of 
Appeal in 1973 before being elevated to 
the Supreme Court of Canada in 1979. 



(L to R) Christine Birnie, Professor Vic Farley (’80), Frank Falzon (’87), John 
Kearns, Mrs. McIntyre, Justice McIntyre, Peter Behie (’85), Bill Murphy-Dyson 
(’82) and Freya Kristjanson (’87) 




Leading Yugoslav diplomat 
to speak at university 


Dimce Belovski, a high ranking Yugos¬ 
lavian diplomat and statesman will 
present a public lecture at UVic on Wed¬ 
nesday, April 15, as part of UVic’s 
President’s Distinguished Lectures’ 
series. 

Belovski’s topic will be “Politics, 
Ideology and International Economic 
Developments.” 

Belovski served as Yugoslav Ambas¬ 
sador to Canada from 1961 through 1965 
and was ambassador to the United 
States from 1975 through 1979. He also 
has been a member of Yugoslav delega¬ 
tions to the United Nations Assembly. 

A member of the Presidency of the 
League of Communists of Yugoslavia, 
Belovski has served as a top ranking 
member to the Presidency and Secretary 
of the Presidency of the LCY Central 
Committee since 1982. 


Belovski played a major part in the 
liberation of Yugoslavia and retired 
from the army a decorated war hero with 
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

He is a member of the Yugoslav Insti¬ 
tute for International Politics and Econ¬ 
omy, and of the Programme Council of 
the Yugoslav Strategic Studies Centre. 
In his various capacities, Belovski has 
published many articles and studies on 
international affairs in domestic and 
foreign publications. 

His lecture will be given in the Board 
and Senate Conference Room, Univer¬ 
sity Centre Building, Wednesday, 
April 15 at 8:00 p.m. The lecture is free 
and open to the public. 

The next distinguished lecturer will be 
Nobel Laureate John Polanyi who will 
speak in the University Centre Audito¬ 
rium on May 28. 


New French university awaits pair 


A year in France for UVic students Jes¬ 
sica Berglund and Linda MacKenzie 
will begin this September, when they 
enter classes at the new Universite 
Canadienne en France. 

Berglund and MacKenzie have 
received scholarships through the UVic 
French Department to help them attend 
the new institution on the Cote d’Azur, 
which has been established by Lauren- 
tian University in Ontario and Blyth & 
Company. 

Located in Villefranche, six miles 
from Nice, the Universite is opening its 
doors this fall to English and French- 
speaking students from across Canada, 
to enable them to spend a year in south¬ 
ern France while earning Canadian uni¬ 
versity credit. 

“It’s a marvellous thing. We’ve never 
been able to even dream of offering a 


program in France before this,” says Dr. 
John Greene, chairman of the UVic 
French Department. 

Greene arranged for the $1,500 scho- 
larsips to help UVic students attend, 
through a contract for elementary teach¬ 
ing training held by his department 
with the provincial Department of 
Education. 

The inclusive fee for Canadian stu¬ 
dents accepted into the Universite pro¬ 
gram is approximately $6,500 for the 
year. This covers tuition, return airfare, 
accommodation and excursions to some 
of the cultural and historic attractions of 
Europe close by Villefranche. 

MacKenzie, of Gold River, B.C., and 
Berglund of Kaleden near Penticton, are 
both in their first year at UVic, and are 
taking French courses with the inten¬ 
tion of becoming bilingual. 



Berglund MacKenzie 


Rotary scholarships allow 
students to study abroad 


Four UVic students sponsored by local 
Rotary Clubs have been awarded 1987- 
88 Rotary Foundation Scholarships for 
study abroad. 

Michelle Brousson of Victoria was 
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sponsored by the Saanich Rotary Club. 
She plans to study Physiology and 
Human Performance at the University 
of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. 

Monica Hofer of Vancouver was also 
sponsored by the Saanich Club. She 
plans to study Translation and Interpre¬ 
tation at the Institut Superieur de l’Etat 
de Traducteurs et Interpretes in Brus¬ 
sels, Belgium. 

Mary Howard of Mayne Island was 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Saltsp¬ 
ring Island, she ] 'ans to study Piano 
Performance at the Royal Academy of 
Music, London, England. 

Warren Weir of Saanichton, spon¬ 
sored by the Oak Bay Rotary Club, 
hopes to study International Relations 
at the University of the West Indies in 
Trinidad. 

The recipients were selected on 
account of their outstanding ambassa¬ 
dorial potential as well as scholastic 
ability. 
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Canada sets new science policy 

Canada’s first national science and technology policy was signed March 12 
in Vancouver by federal, provincial and territorial science ministers. 

The ministers say they are making a “collective commitment” to promote 
entrepreneurial activity, to recognize the importance of research and devel¬ 
opment and to address impediments to R and D in Canada. 

Among the objectives outlined in the policy are: encouraging the commer¬ 
cialization of technology, ensuring the availability of highly-qualified man¬ 
power, promoting basic and applied research, and increasing public 
awareness of science and technology. 

Copies of the policy are available from the Ministry of State for Science 
and Technology, Communications Branch, 240 Sparks Street, 8th floor 
west, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 1A1. 

Private research & development down 

Despite the federal government’s call for more private sector R and D, the 
outlook for corporate spending on research and development is “less posi¬ 
tive” now than it was a year ago, according to the third annual survey of 
corporate R and D expenditures by the Conference Board of Canada. 

The Conference Board says corporate R and D spending is expected to 
increase by 6.8 per cent in 1987—but the increase follows a 2.1 per cent drop 
in spending during 1986. The Conference Board notes that R and D spend¬ 
ing among the 177 companies it surveys has slowed considerably since 
1985. 

The decline in the growth of research spending—both for research con¬ 
ducted or funded by the companies—is being attributed by industry to a * 

shortage of financing and to weak market demand. 

Group calls for Excellence Fund 

Canada’s education and science policies should become “strategic tools” in 
the country’s bid to remain competitive as an exporter. 

So says a report by the newly formed Information Technology Associa¬ 
tion of Canada, a group of companies producing information technology 
and telecommunications equipment, software and services. 

Among its recommendations, ITAC calls for the establishment of an 
industry-supported “excellence fund” to allow Canadian universities to 
attract world-class professors and to support specific research projects. 

Copies of the report, Canada’s Comparative Advantage: Science, Tech¬ 
nology and Education Policies in the Information Age, are available from 
ITAC, 211 Consumers Road, Suite 300, Willowdale, Ontario, M2J 4G8. 

Student Aid Changes 
Welcome: AMS President 


The Ministry of Advanced Education 
and Job Training’s new student aid pro¬ 
gram is a sign the B.C. government 
finally recognized the ‘crisis in post¬ 
secondary education’, according to 
Klaus Mulert, President of the Alma 
Mater Society. 

Student aid assistance was increased 
$8.9 million to $26.4 million in the March 
19 provincial budget, while details of the 
new student aid program were unveiled 
on March 27 by Stan Hagen, Minister of 
Advanced Education and Job Training. 

Features of the new program include: 
an increase in the maximum assessment 
for student assistance; a reduction in the 
student loan debt to $12,000 for students 
who complete university; the provision 
of new equalization funds to assist first 
and second year students who must live 
away from their families; relocation 
funds for first and second year students; 
tax breaks for parents; and special funds 
for Adult Basic Education students and 
Special Needs students. 

“It is a step in the right direction and a 
victory for B.C. students working 
together,” Mulert said. 

“The increase in funding shows the 
government realizes B.C. has been 10th 


out of 10 provinces in terms of support 
for students. 

“It still is not enough, however, espe¬ 
cially when you see Alberta is providing 
$100 million and Saskatchewan $33 mil¬ 
lion per year in student aid.” 

He says the new initiative can be 
applauded for including most of the 
recommendations made by the B.C. 
government’s ‘Student Financial 4 
Assistance Review Committee.’ 

“Students can only congratulate the 
government on the procedure used by ; 
which this decision came about.” 

Mulert said while the program cer¬ 
tainly can be interpreted as a major shift 
in Socred policy, he is concerned it does 
not help what Mulert calls ‘the lost gen¬ 
eration of Bennett educational policies’. 

He said studies have shown the aver¬ 
age debt loads being carried by students 
receiving assistance is $15-17,000 by the 
time they graduate and even the pros¬ 
pect of a $12,000 debt load ceiling can 
still be a deterrent for students. 

“We are confident, however, that these * 

concerns can be worked out with the 
Minister in the near future,” he 
concluded. 


Graduate artist exhibits work 


Donna Kelly, a 1984 graduate of the 
UVic Fine Arts Department and winner 
of the Helen Pitt Award, is exhibiting a 
series of graphite drawings at Victoria’s 
Open Space Gallery this month. 

When she moved to Victoria from 
Toronto in 1982, Kelly was profoundly 
affected by the proliferation of the lush 
West Coast vegetation, and in the series 


of drawings exhibited she explores the 
complex structure of botanical forms. 

Limiting her medium to graphite on 
paper is not a restriction for her, she 
explains, as “Black and white is a whole v 
palette for me.” The exhibit , open to 
April 18, is the artist’s first solo show in 
British Columbia. 
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Dr. Sherwood heads research 


by Yvonne Closson 




6 Contraceptive 9 found for destructive lamprey 


The following article has been sub¬ 
mitted to the Ring by the Business 
and Industry Development Centre 
on campus. The BIDC is encourag¬ 
ing technology transfer between 
the university and industry. This 
article is part of a series highlight¬ 
ing research being promoted by the 
BIDC. Yvonne Closson is working 
as a writer for the Centre. 

Contraception used on a species other 
than humans is no longer just an 
imaginative concept found in science fic¬ 
tion books. The research efforts of UVic 
biologist Nancy Sherwood are proof the 
idea has become a reality. 

Dr. Sherwood has discovered a 
method of stopping sea lampreys ( Petro - 
myzon marinus) from reproducing. 

One of two existing representatives of 
an ancient vertebrate class, sea lam¬ 
preys are primitive eel-like creatures 
which have no jaws. The one-and-a-half 
foot mature lampreys kill or maim fish 
by latching onto them and sucking 
blood through a tooth-studded oral disc. 

Lampreys deplete fish stock 

Formerly native just to the Atlantic 
ocean, lampreys gradually worked their 
way into the Great Lakes via first the 
Erie Canal and then the Welland Canal. 

By the mid-1900’s, they had severely 
depleted several commercially valuable 
fish species in the Great Lakes, includ¬ 
ing trout and whitefish. 

In response to the need for controlling 
the lamprey population, a joint Canadi- 
an/U.S. agency was formed, called the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission. 

With funding from this Commission 
and the Canadian Medical Research 
Council, Sherwood and four other colla¬ 
borators from the University of New 
Hampshire, the National Institute of 


PUBLIC LECTURES 
AND SEMINARS 

Thursday, April 9,1987 
1:30 p.m. The Chemistry Department pres¬ 
ents Brian James, U.B.C. Elliott 162. 

Monday, April 20,1987 
8:00 p.m. B.C. Provincial Museum’s Super 
Series continues with Dr. Jane Goodall 
speaking on In the Shadow of Man. Univer- 


Mental Health and the United States 
Food and Drug Administration exam¬ 
ined the structure of lamprey GnRH. 
GnRH, or gonadotropin releasing hor¬ 
mones, are small protein hormones 
made in brain cells which act on the 
pituitary gland to cause release of repro¬ 
ductive hormones. The reproductive hor¬ 
mones in turn act on the ovary or testes 
to stimulate reproduction. 

Collaborative Research 

A research paper written by Sherwood 
and a team of five other scientists, on the 
structure of salmon GnRH attracted the 
attention of University of New Hamp¬ 
shire zoologist Dr. Stacia Sower. Sower 
was interested in understanding how 
lamprey GnRH worked. There began the 
collaborative research project. 

“It started out as a basic research pro¬ 
ject in which we wanted to look at the 
evolution of the structure of the hor¬ 
mone. We chose the lamprey because it’s 
an example of the most ancient kind of 
vertebrate that’s alive today.” 

Sherwood found the structure of lam¬ 
prey GnRH is different compared to that 
of mammals and salmon. “They each 
have the same framework, but some of 
the ten amino acids differ.” Two 
members of Sherwood’s team prepared 
the synthetic form of lamprey GnRH to 
test its biological effects, and they also 
made a synthetic form of lamprey GnRH 
for the receptor in the pituitary. 

“When given to the lamprey, the 
antagonist prevents the normal GnRH 
from binding to the pituitary and releas¬ 
ing reproductive hormones. Reproduc¬ 
tion is stopped, so it’s really a 
contraceptive for lampreys.” 

Understanding the lamprey life-cycle 
is crucial to determining how best to 
administer the antagonist to lampreys. 
Like salmon, lampreys migrate to 
streams, spawn on gravel riffles, then 


si.ty Centre Auditorium. $10 and $8. 

Friday, April 24,1987 

8:00 p.m. Dr. Stephen Jay Gould, paleontolo¬ 
gist, evolutionist, writer and Professor of 
Zoology at Harvard University, on How 
Predictable is the History of Life? Presented 
by the B.C. Provincial Museum’s Super 
Series. University Centre Auditorium. $10 
and $8. 


die. After hatching, lamprey larvae may 
live in streams anywhere from three to 
17 years before transforming into adults 
and migrating to the Great Lakes. 

Over the following year or more, they 
feed on fish. Then they return to the 
streams, where a single female lamprey 
may deposit as many as 60,000 eggs. 

“The antagonist might be used at the 
larval stage to destroy pituitary cells 
that are needed later for reproduction, or 
as the lamprey enter streams to inhibit 
ovulation”, says Sherwood. 

Research findings being tested 

Dr. Sower is currently testing Sher¬ 
wood’s research findings on lampreys at 
the Hammond Bay Biological Station in 
Michigan. Tests so far have determined 
the antagonist does alter the lamprey’s 
level of steroids and ovulation. But Sher¬ 
wood says, “The current problem is how 
to give lampreys their contraceptive. It’s 
not feasible to catch the lampreys one by 
one and inject them. It would be easier to 
put the antagonist into the water, but a 
method needs to be found for slow, con¬ 
tinuous release of it.” Dr. Sower will be 
looking into this problem. 

Currently, the Great Lakes Fisheries 
Commission is using a chemical lampri- 
cide to control the lamprey population. A 
chemical called TFM is released into 
lamprey-spawning streams to kill lar¬ 
vae. With an 80 per cent success rate, 
TFM might appear to be a practical solu¬ 
tion. But Sherwood says there are sev¬ 
eral reasons why the Commission is 
looking at alternative methods. 

“The main reason is TFM kills other 
fish, including suckers, northern pike 
and walleye. Also, strong public pres¬ 
sure to stop the use of selective toxicants 
may arise, or lampreys may become res¬ 
istant to TFM.” 

Sherwood’s lamprey contraception is 
not likely to affect other vertebrates, as 


EXHIBITIONS 

Through April 12,1987 Pre-Columbian Art 
from Central America will be displayed at the 
Maltwood Art Museum and Gallery. 

April 19-May 2,1987 Visual Arts Graduates 

exhibition at the Maltwood Art Museum and 
Gallery exposes the recent artistic endeavors 
of University of Victoria Visual Arts students. 
Fresh talent and innovation will highlight this 
exhibit, as will diversity of both subject 
matter and media. 

April 19-30, 1987 The McPherson Library 
Gallery presents Visual Arts B.F.A. 
Candidates—Majors and Honours, an annual 
exhibit introducing new avenues in the 
contemporary arts as reflected in the work of 
promising young artists. 

OTHER EVENTS 

Wednesday, April 8,1987 
8:15 p.m. The Royal Astronomical Society of 
Canada, Victoria Centre’s Members Activity 
Night, with members’ reports, questions and 
answers. Interested visitors are welcome. 
Elliott 061. 

Wednesday, April 15,1987 
8:00 p.m. The University Women’s Club of 
Victoria will hold its general meeting in 
Cornett B112. Please note a change in 
location. The speaker will be Jacqui 
Shoffner, who will discuss travel. For further 
information call 598-5597. 

MUSIC 

Friday, April 3,1987 

12:30 p.m. Fridaymusic in the MacLaurin 
Recital Hall. 

Saturday, April 4,1987 
8:00 p.m. UVic Chorus & Orchestra perform 
to benefit scholarship. Mozart’s magnificent 
Requiem in d, K. 626 is paired with the 
deeply moving Requiem of Faure. Proceeds 
from the performance will benefit a scholar- 



Dr. Sherwood 


the GnRH of lampreys differs enough 
from other GnRHs to make it species- 
specific. Sower, Sherwood and three 
other collaborators have already tested 
the antagonist on salmon, sheep and 
rats, and found it doesn’t bind to the 
pituitary cells of these species. Sher¬ 
wood says the lamprey contraceptive 
might be put to use by the Great Lakes 
Fisheries Commission, “but at first on a 
limited basis—to see how expensive and 
effective it is.” 

UVic’s Office of Research Administra¬ 
tion is currently in the process of patent¬ 
ing Sherwood’s research findings. 


ship for students in Music. $3 and $5. 
University Centre Auditorium. 

DISTINGUISHED 

LECTURES 

Wednesday, April 15, 1987 
8:00 p.m. Mr. Dimce Belovski, politician, 
diplomat and statesman, will discuss “Polit¬ 
ics, Ideology and International Economic 
Developments” in the University Centre Con¬ 
ference Room (A180). 

LEARNING & TEACHING CENTRE 

Friday, April 10,1987 

1:30-2:30 p.m. Due to the response last month, 
the two films “Meetings, Bloody Meetings” and 
“More Bloody Meetings” (with John Cleese) 
will be repeated. AVTV Screening Rocyn. 

TO REGISTER FOR THE ABOVE EVENT, 
CALL 721-8571 


notices 


Lecturer needed 

The University of Edinburgh’s Centre of Cana¬ 
dian Studies is inviting applications for the post 
of Lecturer in Canadian Studies. The position 
is a fixed term contract from October 1,1987 to 
September 30, 1990. Preference may be given 
to candidates qualified to teach political, 
regional or urban aspects of the development 
of Canada. Applications should be received no 
later than May 15, 1987. 

Further information may be obtained from 
Dr. Ged Martin, Director, Centre of Canadian 
Studies, 21 George Square, Edinburgh EH8 
9LD (031-667-1011, ext. 6801). 


eingcirs 



Foster 


Vic Foster, who retired at the end of March, 
worked as a painter for 20 years at UVic, and 
before that for three years as a janitor on the old 
Lansdowne campus. He looks back on his 
years with the university with satisfaction. “I 


think painting is a damn good job. I feel you 
have achieved things when you finish. I’ve 
always enjoyed it. Here at UVic we paint every¬ 
thing all over campus. We do corridors, rooms, 
outside work—if it doesn’t move, we’ll paint it,” 
he quipped. Foster learned his trade by work¬ 
ing as an apprentice painter in England for 
seven years, and says the painting profession 
today is not what it used to be. He recalls paint¬ 
ing years in England, when he was hired by 
people for whom time and money was no 
obstacle. “I’ve painted big rooms with molding, 
and have been in there for one or two weeks, 
and nobody would bother you or worry about 
the time it took.” When Foster came to the Gor¬ 
don Head campus, it consisted of the Elliott 
Building, and single wings of the SUB, the 
McPherson Library and the Clearihue. “There 
were five painters, including myself, on cam¬ 
pus and bricklayers and plasterers. It’s the 
same number now as when I started. We’re 
always busy,” says Foster, who suspects many 
people don’t realize how much work there is to 
be done. He suspects he will keep busy in 
retirement, too. He plans to visit Great Britain 
for a few weeks with his wife, and hopes to visit 
New Zealand. “Life has been very good to me. I 
don’t know why. But, I never seem to fight it. 
Everything’s gone according to clockwork,” 
says the happy painter. 
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